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UNDERSTANDING
THE COSTS

Every house move is different, which means every project cost is different. 
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There’s no one-size-fits-all price - but understanding the key factors that

influence cost will help you plan with confidence. 

This guide breaks down the main cost components, what affects them,

and what you can expect. 

The best way to get an accurate cost is with a
site assessment and tailored quote. 



WHAT INFLUENCES
THE COST?
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DISTANCE
The further the house needs to travel, the higher the transport cost.

SIZE & WEIGHT
Larger homes may require cutting into two pieces, meaning more
equipment, time and multiple shifts may be required. 

HOUSE DESIGN & CONDITION
Complex homes, add-ons, or homes in poor condition may need more
preparation and reinforcement.

ACCESS & SITE CONDITIONS
Tight driveways, narrow bridges, steep slopes, or limited access can
increase complexity and time required.

CONSENTS & APPROVALS
Council fees, engineering reports and consent processing times. 

POWERLINES
Temporary lifting or disconnection of powerlines adds to the cost.

ASBESTOS REMOVAL

Here are the key factors that affect the overall cost of moving a
house. 

If your home contains asbestos-containing material, removal by a
licensed contractor is required before the house can be moved. This
can significantly impact cost and timeframe.



TYPICAL COST
COMPONENTS
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TRANSPORT
Includes disconnection of house, loading, transport, escort vehicles
and delivery.

ACCESS & LOGISTICS
Includes special equipment, over-dimention and over-weight permits,
traffic management and logistical planning.

PREPARATION
Includes assessments, strengthening works, internal bracing.

FOUNDATIONS & REPLACING
New foundations, pile supply and installation, replacing, bearers and
floor framing (if required).

CONSENTS & FEES
Building consent, engineering inspections and council
fees.

SERVICE RECONNECTION
Reconnect power, water, waste, sewage and communications.
NOTE: as arranged by owner.

ASBESTOS REMOVAL (IF REQUIRED)

Here’s a breakdown of the common cost components involved in a
house relocation.

Testing, removal and disposal of asbestos-containing material by a
licensed contractor.

ADDITIONAL WORKS
Site works, tree removal, retaining walls, landscaping and
drainage.



ESTIMATED COST
RANGES
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While every project is unique here are the general cost ranges to
give you a rough idea.

HOUSE SIZE (APPROX) TYPICAL COST RANGE*

Small (up to 80m2)

Medium (80-120m2)

Large (120-180m2)

Extra Large (180m2 +)

$35,000 - $65,000 

$65,000 - $95,000

$95,000 - $130,000+

$130,000+

ASBESTOS REMOVAL COST (IF REQUIRED)

$5,000 - $25,000+
Typical range for professional asbestos removal, including testing,
removal, disposal and clearance certification. Final cost depends on
the amount and material the asbestos is present in. 

 * The costs shown are estimates only and based on 100km travel distance. The above
may vary depending on the factors outlined on page 3, including house size, number of
pieces to be shifted, site access, location, travel distance, route requirements, and any
additional works required. A site visit and assessment will provide the most accurate
pricing for your project.

+ GST



EXAMPLE BUDGET
BREAKDOWN
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Here’s an example budget for a typical 3 bedroom, single piece
home relocated within 100km. 

HOUSE SIZE (APPROX) TYPICAL COST RANGE*

Transport

Access & Logistics

Preparation

Foundations & Repiling

$25,000

$10,000

$8,000

$20,000

TOTAL (ESTIMATE) $90,000 - $110,000+

Services Reconnection $5,000

Consents & Fees $5,000

Additional Works $7,000

Asbestos Removal (if required) $10,000 - $20,000+

This is an example only. Your actual costs will depend on
the factors on page 3. 



WAYS TO MITIGATE
COSTS
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Even with careful planning, there can be unexpected costs during a
house shift. These usually come down to things that aren’t fully visible
until the move is underway — like hidden structural work needed to
safely lift the house, difficult site access, route changes, ground
conditions, or extra site preparation.

Things like weather delays, service connections, or discovering materials
such as asbestos can also add to the overall cost. Every shift is different,
so it’s helpful to allow a little flexibility in your budget for anything that
may pop up along the way.

A site assessment helps identify potential challenges early
so you can plan and budget accordingly. 

PLAN EARLY
Early planning helps avoid delays and last-minute costs. 

GET A SITE ASSESSMENT
Understand access, site conditions and requirements upfront. 

BE FLEXIBLE WITH TIMING
Being flexible with move dates can help reduce costs.



READY TO GET AN
ACCURATE QUOTE?

MOVING HOMES
SINCE 1896.

0800 JACK HOUSE 
(0800 522 546)

sales@houseremoval.co.nz

houseremoval.co.nz

House Removal
Full House Repiling
Onsite Shifts
House Demolition

REQUEST A QUOTE FOR:

We can help.
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