
RELOCATED
HOUSE?
A practical guide to understanding
whether a house can be moved onto your
property and how to prepare. 

IS MY SITE SUITABLE FOR A 
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WHY SITE
SUITABILITY
MATTERS

Before relocating a house, we need to understand how the
house will safely get from the road and on to your site - and
whether the site is ready to receive it. 

Is there suitable access to bring the house on the site?

Is there enough room to position it?

What foundations may be needed?

Are there any council restrictions to consider?

Will additional site work be required?
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Every property is unique

Things like access, slope, soil conditions, boundaries and
final placement all influence what’s possible. 

Early planning helps answer important questions like:

The more we know upfront, the
smoother the process will be. 
Understanding your site early can help avoid delays,
reduce unexpected costs and give you confidence
before purchasing a house or progressing your
project. 



SITE SUITABILITY
CHECKLIST
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ROAD ACCESS
Can house moving trucks safely access the property from the road?

DRIVEWAY WIDTH
Is there enough room for transport equipment to enter and
manoeuvre?

OVERHEAD POWERLINES
Are there powerlines that may need lifting/dropping or limit the
transport route?

TREE CLEARANCE
Are trees or vegetation likely to impact site access or delivery?

BUILDING PLATFORM
Is there a safe and suitable area for the home to be positioned/sited?

GROUND CONDITIONS
What is the soil like beneath the proposed building area, and what
foundations may be required?

SETBACKS & BOUNDARY REQUIREMENTS 
Does the site allow enough room for the home to comply with council
setback/height rules?

LAND CONTOUR
Is the slope of the land suitable for transport and final placement?

Every site is different - which is why early
planning makes a big difference. 

When assessing a site for a relocated house, we typically review:
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IMPORTANT

Getting the home onto site starts with access. 

We assess how the house will move from the public road, through
the entrance, and onto the final building platform. 

We look at:

road frontage

driveway width

gate openings

corners and turning space

bridges and culverts

kerbs and roadside drains

overhead clearance

truck turning area

Transport equipment requires clear, safe
access with good ground conditions. 

Tight entrances or limited turning space may affect: 

delivery options
size of house able to be moved
transport timing
project cost

ROAD ACCESS 
& DRIVEWAY



LAND CONTOUR, GROUND
CONDITIONS & SITE INFORMATION
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LAND CONTOUR & SITE CONDITIONS
Flat sites are often simpler - but sloping or uneven land can still work well
with the right planning. 

We consider:

slope angle and direction

retaining requirements

cut and fill requirements

drainage and water flow

building platform location

access to final position

GROUND QUALITY MATTERS TOO
What’s under the site matters just as much as what’s above it. Soil and ground conditions
can influence:

Foundation
Design

Piling
Depth

Excavation
Requirements

Slab
Suitability

Drainage
Requirements

Project 
Cost

GEOTECHNICAL REPORT
A Geotech is needed as part of the process.
This can help determine:

Soil Type

Ground Stability

Compaction

Drainage Behaviour

Suitable Foundation Design

TOPOGRAPHICAL SITE PLAN
In some situations, a Topographical
Site Plan can also be very helpful. 
This survey can show:

Site Levels and Contours

Boundaries

Driveway and Accessways

Retaining Walls

Existing Structures

Services and Easements

Helpful to know:
Talk to us about a Site Audit Report, completed by our experienced Architectural
Technicians. It’s an in-depth analysis of your site to better understand its suitability for
development and possible options for your project.
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Temporary lifting or coordination with utility providers may
sometimes be required depending on the delivery route. 

POWERLINES &
TREE CLEARANCE

Access above site matters too.

We review:

Roadside Powerlines

Boundary Lines

Service Line Crossings

Tree Branches Over Accessway

Tree Trunks Close To Driveways

Turning Clearance For Transport Vehicles

Overhead obstacles can affect whether a house can safely
reach the property. 



H O US E

BUILDING PLATFORM
& SETBACKS
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THE BUILDING PLATFORM

Where the home sits is just as
important as how it gets there.

We look at:

Available Flat Building Area

Final Foundation Location

Finished Floor Height

Drainage and Fall Of Land

Orientation For Sun

Access To The Home

Decks, Stairs and Accessways

UNDERSTANDING SETBACKS

Before final placement, it’s
important to understand local
council rules and how they affect
where the home can sit onsite. 

Setbacks determine: 

Front Yard Clearance

Rear Boundary Clearance

Side Boundary Clearance
Separation From Neighbouring
Buildings
Deck Placement
Future Site Development Options

REAR SETBACK

FRONT SETBACK

SIDE
SETBACK

SIDE
SETBACK

Even if there’s suitable access and a house can fit on the
site, setbacks can influence where it can legally be placed. 
Our in-house design team can work with you to help with all necessary design and
reports to ensure an easier, safer and potentially more cost-effective move. 



WHAT IF I’M 
NOT SURE?
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WE’RE HERE TO HELP

If you’re unsure whether your site is
suitable - that’s completely normal. 

Every site is different, and
understanding access, site conditions,
foundations and council requirements
can feel overwhelming at the
beginning. 

That’s where we can help.

Our team can review your property,
walk you through the process, and help
identify what information may be
needed before moving forward. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION TO
SEND US:

IN-HOUSE DESIGN &
CONSENT SUPPORT

Jack House Transit also has an experienced in-house
design team who can help with the planning and
paperwork side of your project.

Depending on your project, we can assist with:

Having our transport and design teams working together
means we can help streamline the process from planning
through to placement. 

Site Planning and Layout

Topographical Site Coordination

Foundation and Documentation for Engineering

Building Consent Plans

Resource Consent Documentation

Supporting Reports Required for Council Approval

Your Site Address

Site Plans (if available)

Photos of the House, Driveway and Access

Photos of the Proposed Building Area

Topographical Site Plan (if available)

Geotechnical Report (if available)

Any Other Relevant Details

The more information you can provide upfront, the easier
it is for us to assess what may be possible.
From site suitability through to design, reports and consents - we’re here to help
guide the process. 

Coordination with Consultants



NOT SURE IF YOUR
SITE WILL WORK?

MOVING HOMES
SINCE 1896.

We can help.

0800 JACK HOUSE 
(0800 522 546)

sales@houseremoval.co.nz

houseremoval.co.nz

House Removal
Full House Repiling
Onsite Shifts
House Demolition

REQUEST A QUOTE FOR:
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